
KEEP CALWORKS STRONG—
NO CUTS TO COMMUNITY COLLEGE CALWORKS!

“Protect the 
CalWORKs program.”

“Mothers 
and fathers 
with kids that 
wanted to go 
back to school–  
I just feel 
that’s exactly 
the type of 
program we 
need at this 
time.” 

“We’re not going 
to touch the grant 
enhancements 
for CalWORKs.”

GOVERNOR GAVIN NEWSOM
MAY REVISE PRESS 
CONFERENCE 
MAY 14, 2020

Governor Gavin Newsom has identified
CalWORKs as critical to the economic 
recovery of California and the safety net of 
California children. 

Community College CalWORKs is the key 
component in career education and upward 
mobility for low-income California families. 
Following the lead of Governor Newsom, 
California Community College CalWORKs 
programs must maintain their current level 
of funding in order to meet the demand of an
influx of CalWORKs students due to the 
COVID-19-induced economic crisis.

Low-income student-parents are coming to 
California Community Colleges. CalWORKs needs 
to be here for them.

“This journey of being a 
student-single father has 
taught me a great deal about 
life, responsibility, and myself. 
CalWORKs program continues 
to support me and my child 
through my college career 
when I had no one else to 
depend on.”

KHAREE PORTERFIELD
Merced College

“I am a single mother, head 
of household, and I attend 
college… I have my child 
looking up to me so there is no 
such thing as an obstacle 
I cannot overcome.”

HILDA COLATO
Los Angeles Trade
Tech College

CALWORKSASSOCIATION.ORG

Community College CalWORKs programs are 
LIFTING CALIFORNIA FAMILIES OUT OF POVERTY 
THROUGH EDUCATION.

CalWORKs stands for “California Work Opportunity and 
Responsibility to Kids.” Community College CalWORKs programs 
are categorically funded through the California Community College 
Chancellor’s Office. We support low-income student-parents who 
receive welfare benefits to achieve the education that will lead to 
self-sufficiency and prosperity.

CALWORKS STUDENTS ARE:

“Average monthly CalWORKs  
caseload is estimated to 

be approximately 724,000 
families in 2020-21, a 102 
percent increase from the 

Governor’s Budget projection 
due to the COVID-19 

pandemic.” 

THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA’S 
2020-2021 MAY REVISE

Caseload 
Pre-COVID-19

Caseload due 
to COVID-19

“Since I have gone back to school with CalWORKs, I have maintained 
a 4.0, graduated with my AA from Gavilan Community College in May 
2019, and have gone on to receive multiple scholarships so that I 
can continue my education at Biola University in their online Applied 
Psychology program. I truly believe, without the support I received 
at Gavilan through the CalWORKs program, I would not be working 
towards my educational goals and improving the life and well-being 
of my family. The best part is my kids getting to see my success 
and it encourages them to work hard academically so they can also 
graduate and pursue their own dreams.”

MELISSA SIMPSON
Galvian College

“Being a first-generation college student and a teen mom, my 
odds were already not in mine and my kid’s favor to succeed in 
life. That is why I took a stand to make education a priority in our 
household.  I want to be the same strong system to my kids just like 
the CalWORKs program was for me. They never made me feel alone. 
There was always someone there with a smile to get me through the 
tough times, to pick me back up, and share the good news.”

JESSICA GUERRERO
Mt. San Antonio College

ALWAYS THE PARENTS 
OF FAMILIES IN POVERTY 

AND RECEIVING
WELFARE BENEFITS

OFTEN FIRST-
GENERATION STUDENTS

OFTEN SINGLE PARENTS
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Women in 
California earn 

between 40 to 80 
cents on the dollar 

when compared 
to men.

 
There is 

a significant 
achievement 

gap in degree, 
certificate and 
transfer rates 

for those 
populations.   
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“CalWORKs gave my son 
and me the future I always 
dreamed of… The CalWORKs 
program was the catalyst 
that provided the structure to 
getting a college education.”

KATHRYN SIEBEN
Shasta College

“I would not have made it 
through this rollercoaster 
scholastic journey without the 
assistance and care I received 
from the wonderful people 
in the CalWORKs college 
program here on campus.”

MAYA WASHINGTON
City College of San Francisco

“There are many problems that 
I encounter within my studying 
process, but I know that every 
problem is doable with the 
help of CalWORKs, who always 
gives me hope that I can do 
everything the best.”

HYKANUSH ARAKELYAN
Glendale Community College

CalWORKs students are sometimes forgotten
because of inequities built into our society.


